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Happy New Year! (now a month old!) You may remember that last month we told 
you that a pastor in Quiatoni had invited our Zapotec music group to participate in their 
New Year’s Eve service and he also wanted Nicasio and Beto to each preach. The service 
was to start at 6 pm and go until midnight, so there was lots of 
time for music and preaching! Thank you for praying! The trip 
was uneventful, with 18 of us going in three vehicles. The music 
group did a great job, in spite of some problems with the sound 
system, and were asked to play twice. Nicasio and Beto did a 
great job preaching from the Gospel of John, chapter 1. We had 
printed 100 copies of John 1, not knowing how many people 
might attend the service, but there were 250-300 people there! 
It was so encouraging to see people reading their copies, even 
during the preaching. After the service and the potluck, a few 
people asked about buying CDs with the Zapotec songs on 
them. I’m grateful for Meche talking to them. Nicasio was busy 
talking to some of the men and our youth were busy breaking a 
piñata with the church’s youth! It was a very good trip and worth the long trip; we left 
home at 1 pm and got home at 4 am. Thank you again for praying. 

Please continue to pray for the pastor as he talks with his church people and 
decides about how to go about having an all Zapotec service. Nicasio has proposed that 
we would go every Sunday for a month and then once a month after that. During that 
first month, Nicasio, Beto and the music group would work with the pastor and others, 
including their musicians, to equip them to lead the service when we aren’t there. 
Meanwhile, the pastor has been attending our Zapotec services by zoom! 

The youth group had a surprise breakfast for 
Nicasio’s 51st birthday! Happily, Rusty and I were invited 
along. (We had a delightful two weeks with Rusty here.)  

The last two classes with the bilingual teachers in 
Salinas were in January. Because Nicasio’s parents have 
moved home and because his dad isn’t doing very well, we 
went to Salinas via Quiatoni to visit his parents and sister 
who is caring for them. They were very glad to see us; Nicasio and Beto gave Dad a bath 
each time. Dad doesn’t get out of bed any more and has very little appetite. He’s getting 
shots to help control the pain. (The doctor suspects prostate cancer.) We appreciate your 
prayers for them. 

The bilingual teachers have liked the course so much that they asked Nicasio if 
they could have more classes! Nicasio told them he would think about it while they 
discuss it with their principal. We are encouraged to see the work they are doing with 
their students in their classrooms. One teacher took us to see what her 3rd graders had 



made: posters of corn plants with their labels in Zapotec, a chart of the vowel variations 
in Zapotec, and how they are working on posters of the year in Zapotec! Their closing 
program will be on Feb. 21, International Mother Language Day. We look forward to 
celebrating with them. 

A few people have asked us about Nicasio’s PhD program. He goes back and forth 
about whether to finish his thesis or not. He was working along on it, in spite of 
problems with the hard drive where he’d stored all the videos, but he got covid (Sept. 
2020) and then his parents got it and his dad was hit so terribly hard with it just as he 
was recuperating, it’s been hard to get the momentum going again. We appreciate your 
prayers for God’s wisdom and guidance for Nicasio. 

I (Valerie) would appreciate prayer during February. The building that houses the 
Children’s Library and the Homeschool Resource Room needs to have a new roof put 
on. (The old one contains asbestos so they are replacing those roofs.) Even though the 
books and materials can stay on the shelves, other things need to be packed up and 
stored somewhere. There are also three classrooms in this building that were used for 
the homeschoolers classroom experience times; they also need to have everything 
packed up and stored before the roofing project begins there. There will be people to 
help, of course, but I’ve already been feeling very behind in most things so I don’t really 
need another job, although I’m glad to be able to help! 

There’s so much more we could tell you about working with the teachers, about 
the Zapotec church service, about the translation, about smaller events... but you’ll be 
getting a newsletter soon with more! (And if you want even more, write and ask us!) 

Thank you for being part of our team to make God’s Word available to those who 
heart language is Quiatoni Zapotec. We appreciate each one of you! 

love, Valerie and Nicasio  
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