
Update and Prayer Requests: July 2022   
Valerie and Nicasio Martinez  

Translating God's Word with and for the people  
who speak Quiatoni Zapotec 

 

You may remember that we were hoping for an exemption for the interview in 
Mexico City for Nicasio’s US visa to be renewed. There was no exemption so we decided 
to turn it into a mini-vacation! Instead of driving all the way to Mexico City (driving in 
Mexico City has all sorts of problems), we decided to drive to Puebla and stay two nights 
there. Puebla is about five hours from home and about two hours from Mexico City. So 
we drove to Puebla on Sunday, with a stop off the highway a bit in the town where they 
make all sorts of things from onyx. Such beautiful things! 

Then early (5:30!) Monday morning, Nicasio was on the bus to Mexico City for his 
9:30 am interview, while I slept in. While I was walking downtown to go shopping, I got 
a series of texts from Nicasio. 8:30: I’ve arrived; the bus was late. 9:17 I just got in a taxi. 
(Later he told me that the metro/subway was closed and so everyone was wanting taxis.) 
9:29 I didn’t make it. I’m going on anyways to see if they’ll still see me. 9:55 It seems like 
it’ll still be possible. 10:49 I’ll be on the 11:00 bus to Puebla.  

It turned out that he could wait in line with others and then was fingerprinted, 
had his photo taken, his passport checked and told that his visa would be sent to him in 
eight weeks! Thank you for praying about his visa! 

After I got his message at 9:55, I happily went shopping. I got back to the hotel a 
little before he did. From there we went to Puebla’s university where SIL1 was holding a 
month long linguistics course. Nicasio took this course about 20 years ago and Beto took 
it five years ago. Nicasio wanted to visit the course and also hoped to have a meeting 
with the course director, who was also the one in charge of the SIL teachers for the 
translation course Nicasio was coordinating at the Oaxaca university. He was able to 
have a short meeting with her and we were also to visit with quite a few people that we 
don’t see very often.  

We had a relaxing evening wandering around Puebla. (Puebla is a beautiful, 
colonial city.) And Tuesday morning we had a relaxing drive back home. Thank you for 
your prayers for us, even when you don’t know what we’re up to! 

The semester long course on translation in the Oaxaca university’s master’s 
program has ended. The students and staff are pleased with how it went. The university 
is, too, and has asked Nicasio and SIL to teach another class next semester! Details are 
still being sorted out but it looks like it will happen. 

Another excursion away from our regular jobs was taking the youth group on a 
three hour hike last Sunday. We drop less than 20 miles in just under an hour, going up 
from our altitude of 5250 feet to 10, 170 feet above sea level. If I had known that the 
“hike” was more like a mountain climbing expedition, I would have waited in the truck! 
But I made it, thanks to Nicasio’s help and encouragement. After the hike, Nicasio and 

 
1 Summer Institute of Linguistics, who we work closely with on our translation. 



the youth went on a zipline (more than half a mile long!) and then walked on a hanging 
bridge. (Besides being exhausted and not liking ziplines or hanging bridges, I’d had 
enough excitement for one day. ☺) They really enjoyed the whole day. We are blessed by 
such thoughtful and intelligent youth. 

Beto was invited to preach at a church in Salinas (Quiatoni’s second largest town). 
He and his family will be going there this weekend. We appreciate your prayers for him 
as he preaches and also for safety on the road, especially since he’ll be driving there for 
the first time in their new-to-them car.  

In February of this year, Nicasio approached our pastor about returning to in-
person Zapotec services.2 The six month “discipline” that the church put on us is almost 
up so we’re to meet with the church council on Aug. 7. We aren’t sure what it’s all about 
so Nicasio has asked those who regularly attend the Zapotec service to meet together 
tomorrow (July 29) to discuss what we might be told, what our responses might be, 
what our stance might be. We appreciate your prayers for both these meetings. 

Mike and Tara say, “We’re doing well. Royan has been enrolled in early 
intervention for a speech delay and has a hearing screening for his delay on Monday.” 
We appreciate your prayers for Royan, a good diagnosis, and practical helps for Tara 
and Mike. 

Rusty says he doesn’t have much to report other than that he’s doing well at his 
new job, enjoying his new apartment and living alone! 

Nicasio’s parents are doing well, although his dad is having some physical 
problems. He’ll see the doctor today for one that we hope is a minor problem. His 
parents and Nicasio’s siblings need to come to a decision about what should be done 
about the possibility of prostate cancer. We appreciate your prayers for them. 

Thank you for standing with us, for praying for these special requests and for 
praying for the daily work on the translation, dictionary, doctoral thesis, the Zapotec 
service and other things. Your interest and support is invaluable to us! Thank you! 

love, Valerie and Nicasio 

www.cten.org/NicasioMartinez  

 
2 From our February 2022 update: 

When Nicasio approached Pastor and co-pastor about the Zapotec service returning to in-person 
services,* he was told he had to talk to the church council. When he told all those who attend the (online) 
Zapotec service that, they all said they were going with him to meet with the council! The council wanted 
to reach a "good agreement" but they had already prepared their terms for us to return to church, which 
included completely canceling the Zapotec service. Now, that was a big blow. The meeting went for three 
hours; Nicasio and lots of "our" people spoke up. A “good agreement” was finally reached when Pastor 
and the council agreed to letting the Zapotec service resume in the church after we’d been attending for 
six months. (There were some other minor conditions, too.) Meanwhile, we continue to hold the Zapotec 
service online. Please pray for us as we re-integrate into the church and that those who see us as causing 
problems will see that that is not true. 

*Nicasio canceled in-person Zapotec services when the government regulations prohibited group 
meetings in March 2020. Since January 2021, we have been meeting online for the Zapotec services. 
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